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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

2. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by 
Applicant's admitted prior art in Figs. 11 and 12. 

In claim 9, Figs. 1 1 and 1 2 of Applicant's admitted prior art teaches, a 
semiconductor integrated circuit device comprising an output buffer circuit 
(Fig.1 1 ) composed of a logic gate (N01 ) that receives data (DATA) and a driver 
transistor (Tx) that receives, at a control electrode (gate of Tx) thereof, an output 
from the logic gate (output signal from NOI) and that is driven according to the 
output from the logic gate, wherein there is provided, within the output buffer 
circuit, a transistor switch (S1 ) having a plurality of transistor switches (Tn, Tp in 
Fig. 12) that have different on-state resistances (on-state resistance for Tn is 
different from on-state for Tp) and that are connected in parallel (Fig. 12) 
between the output (output from N01 ) of the logic gate and the control electrode 
of the driver transistor (the gate of Tx), and wherein one of the plurality of 
transistors is turned on to switch a rate of change (resistance value) of an output 
of the driver output transistor. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

4. Claim 11 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Applicant's admitted prior arts. 

In claim 1 1 , Figs. 1 1 and 1 2 of Applicant's admitted prior art teaches all 
claimed features the semiconductor integrated circuit device according to claim 
9; with the exception of teaching wherein by making MOS transistors constituting 
each transistor switch have different gate widths and different gate lengths, the 
transistor switches are made to have different on-state resistances. However, it 
would have been obvious to one ordinary having the skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make MOS transistors constituting each transistor switch 
have different gate widths and different gate lengths, the transistor switches are 
made to have different on-state resistances, since such modification would have 
involved a mere change in the size of a component. A change in size is generally 
recognized as being within the level of ordinary skill in the art. In re Rose, 105 
USPQ 237 (CCPA 1955). 

Therefore; it would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to select different gate widths and gate lengths of 
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the transistors switches for the prior art circuit in Figs. 1 1 and 12, as a matter of 
design choice depends on system involved. 

5. Claims 10 and 12-17 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

6. Claims 1 , 3-8 and 1 8 appear to comprise allowable subject matter. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments filed 5/22/2008 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. In response to applicant's argument that the references fail to 
show certain features of applicant's invention, it is noted that the features upon 
which applicant relies (i.e., if the operating frequency is low, then the selection 
control signal SELECTION turns on transistor T7a (but not T7b). This results in a 
higher combined resistance of the circuit to the gate of driver transistor Tx than if 
the transistor T7b (and not T7a) were turned on. With this higher combined 
resistance, changes in the gate voltage at driver transistor Tx are gradual. If, on 
the other hand, the operating frequency is high, then the selection control signal 
SELECTION turns on transistor T7b (but not T7a). This results in a lower 
combined resistance of the circuit to the gate of driver transistor Tx than if 
transistor T7a (but not T7b) were turned on. With this lower combined resistance, 
changes in the gate voltage at driver transistor Tx are sharp) are not recited in 
the rejected claim 9. Although the claims are interpreted in light of the 
specification, limitations from the specification are not read into the claims. See 
In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1 181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). It is 
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respectfully submitted that the Applicant's admitted prior art of Figs. 1 1 and 12, 
anticipates all claimed features of claim 9; while claim 1 1 is being obvious over 
the Applicant's admitted prior art. 

The rejection of claims 9 and 1 1 is maintained. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Vibol Tan whose telephone number is (571) 
272-1 81 1 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (7:00 AM- 
4:30 PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Rexford Barnie can be reached on (571) 272-7492. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 
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If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



A/ibol Tan/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2819 



